Developing a Smart Economy and
Bu|ld|ng on Ireland’s Proud Astronomlcal

History

5,500BC Newgrange The world’s first
_astronomers.

e)ZpIosions

| 19th Century ‘
The 3rd Earl of Rosse builds what becomes the
world’s largest telescope for the next 50 years
i at. Birr castle.

Thomas Grubb (Dubhn)‘ Founded the Grubb
telescope compan
v 3 .

196

1970 ,
Irish Scnentlsts in Dub!m work with NAS on
the manned Apolio 16 and 17 mussuons to the
moon. * .

1975
Ireland joins the European Space Agency (ESA)

1990 4

Astronomy Ireland is founded by David Moore
Goal: To promote astronomy to the general
public. ;

2005 —.2009 - .

Growth in Irlsh space industry sector.

-47 Irish’ companies secure ESA contracts to the
value of €31 mlllln

2009 g
Astronomy IreIand launch education programme.

e ber of young people
learning the subject, and'ge
established as a widely: jied subject in the
Irish Curriculum. ' 1

Present 2
NUI Galway, DCU, TCD, ,» NUI Maynooth,
UCD, all offer astronomyidegrees. *
Enterprise Ireland support 3rd level students
with internships at ESA"
Holland, and offer scholarships to enable
students to attend the International Space |
University. ’
.
-Astronomy Ireland. continues to visit hundreds
of primary schools around the country -
Discovering the Scientists of tomorrow.

Education
rFrogramme

Bring
the wonders
of the Universe




