Astronomy & Space Magazine House Style

All contributors select images, and write captions for them. Our house style for this is as follows

    [Image name with file extension (attached in email) OR URL at which image can be located.

    Caption: The caption itself.

    Credit: The image's source.]
All copy is sent to the production editor - 

Square brackets are used to indicate instructions to the editor and graphic designer, and should only be used for this purpose.

Numbers from one to ten should be spelled in words, figures used for numbers greater than 11.

Capitalise - 'the Earth', the Sun', 'the Moon', 'the Galaxy' (Milky Way), 'the Universe'. 

Not Capitalised - 'Other earths', small icy moon' 'distant suns', 'dwarf galaxy', 'a parallel universe'.

Abbreviations - With the first mention of an elaborated acronym, give the long name, with the acronym in brackets. Thereafter use the acronym only. Example  - 


'... the European Southern Observatory (ESO)' (First Use)



'largest in the ESO..' (all subsequent uses)

Abbreviate 'kilometres' to 'km', 'kilograms' to 'kg', 'metres' to 'm', etc. 

Use 'percent', not '%', 'and' instead of '&', and 'degrees' instead of the degrees symbol.

Localisation is very important, so readers know this is an Irish writer interpreting the news for them. 

So - 

Use metric units only - no imperial equivalents.

Avoid Americanisms - 'regular' means 'recurring periodically', not 'normal'.

Convert all local times to local Irish time at the time of the event occurring.

Localise addresses -  Convert 'Goddard Flight Center, Greenbelt, Maryland’ to 'Goddard Flight Centre in Maryland'  and  'Rue D'Estaing, Paris, France'  to  'Rue D'Estaing, Paris.'

Should you have any query whatsoever, please call David Moore on (01) 847 01 74 or 087 245 8003, or email him on info@astronomy.ie

Regards,

Emmet Mordaunt

